Anbinder knows that it is wrong to state, as he does, that no detailed account of either Palmerston s Irish estate during the famine or of his emigration scheme has ever been written .
In 1998 I sent him drafts of the above-mentioned chapters 2 and 3 upon which he heavily In the early 19 th century, Palmerston s Ahamlish tenantry rented plots from middlemen who held the land under lease and set it out in rundale, a system of communal occupation under which a tenant might from time to time hold many tiny detached plots. This was inefficient.
When some of the leases expired circa 1837, Palmerston began to abolish the system of middlemen and rundale. Each tenant was now to have his own square. Squaring was 3 continued throughout the 1840s. Creation of holdings which were minimally viable meant that small tenants had to go, and before the famine Palmerston assisted some of them to emigrate; however, an impression which emerges from Anbinder is that assisted emigration
from Ahamlish both commenced and ended in 1847. Note also that Palmeston s estates to the south of Sligo town (not discussed by Anbinder) were also squared, mainly in the late 1840s.
Squaring and assisted emigration were related. were not then financed under the poor laws. Also during the Summer of 1846, the government initiated public works, half the cost of which was as a grant from central government, the other half as a loan to be repaid by the local district out of grand jury (the precursors of county councils) taxation; thus, these public works, which were suspended in August, were not financed under the poor laws. Provision for public works was renewed a few weeks later.
Under the Labour Rate Act of August 1846, the entire expense of public works to be initiated under the Act was made a local charge, to be defrayed by a tax similar to the poor rate.
However, in February 1847 the financing of public works under the Act was retrospectively altered: central government made a grant of half of such expenditures. In January 1847 the government announced that it intended to terminate the public works. At the end of February preparations were made for a change in the relief system by passing the Temporary Relief Act, which directed that committees of specified composition be established to administer outdoor relief, usually thick soup, the expense to be financed out of the poor rates; however, when private subscriptions were made, the government donated an equal amount. Relief under this Assisted emigration from the Palmerston properties in 1848-9 may have been associated with squaring in the Ballymote district. How small the scale of such emigration was, it is impossible to decide, partly because one cannot clearly distinguish between assistance to emigrate and compensation of tenants who peaceably departed. Smyth s letters of 1848 make references to compensation of tenants who would leave without causing trouble. But in most cases, the compensation was probably no more than would facilitate migration to Britain (not then considered emigration ).
We have no idea of how many tenants Palmerston assisted, specifically to emigrate, in the final years of the famine. But it seems that he continued to assist thereafter, up to the 1860s. In making an assessment of whether those on board the late departures from Sligo were treated humanely, note the following:
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(i) Both before and after the famine, Palmerston treated his tenantry with dignity. There is no presumption that 1847 was an exception.
(ii) One historian describes the period 1841 to mid-1846 as Palmerston s longest holiday .
Palmerston s relative withdrawal from politics in those years enabled him to monitor developments, and to implement improvements, in Sligo. By mid-1846 he was back in Government, which preoccupation accounts for his fading into the background, and delegating authority, on all matters pertaining to his Irish estates in the later 1840s.
(iii) Anbinder quotes from a manuscript by William Kernaghan, which states that Palmerston intended conditions on board the ships of 1847 to be, in effect, on the verge of luxury.
Anbinder correctly states that this document was definitely written after Palmerston s death in 1865; it is in fact watermarked 1870. But in assessing Kernaghan s objectivity, note that he was one of those engaged in overseeing the emigrations of 1847.
(iv) Some historians, including Anbinder, have quoted from two letters to Palmerston dated 3 and 16 December 1847, from Stewart and Kincaid in defence of their emigration arrangements. Those letters may have been written on a presumption that they might be subjected to public scrutiny, as indeed they were. (Their content was printed in a parliamentary publication, which explains how historians have been able to quote from them). The tone of the second letter suggests that it was written in the hope that its contents would be publicized.
In assessing the real intentions of Stewart and Kincaid on the emigrations of 1847, three letters between the two partners in the firm are more reliable: one cannot sensibly accuse them of boasting 10 or of propaganda, therein. 
